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Biography Sunsook ROH 

Sunsook Roh is an installation sculptor and interactive performance artist based in 
Singapore and New York. She has exhibited installation sculpture and did performance 
works in New York, Japan, Singapore, Turkey, and Korea. The motivation that keeps 
Sunsook Roh tirelessly working and creating is the wish to reach out to the global human 
family to share her inspiration. 
 
Selected exhibitions and performances include “The Reconstruction Biennial,” Exit Art, 
New York, “Form,” Korean Cultural Center, New York, “JAALA Exchange Exhibition,” Tokyo 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, “Tree of Life V,” solo show at Sculpture Square, Singapore,  
“2010 Asia Contemporary Art / Now and Next,” Guangju National Museum, Korea, 
“Displacement:6” Institute of Contemporary Art, Lasalle College of Arts, Singapore, and 
“Synaptic Tales,” SPACEWOMb Gallery, New York, New York. 
 
She obtained a BFA majoring in Sculpture with a minor in Art History  from Parsons 
School of Design, New York. She also obtained a MFA in Sculpture from Bard College, 
New York. 



  Artist Statement   

In my art, I deal with no single issue or concern. My works embody recurring themes and 
interests on interconnected levels. The first level is a strong and free energy flow that is 
the deterministic continuum of time. The next level is the transience of our own 
existence and death; Mortality. This level tests our limited comprehension of the 
unpredictable, as well as our uncertainty about tomorrow. The final level is my internal 
compass through my relationship with God. 

Transience is my own personal struggle, as I grapple with my identity gained and lost 
through living in different countries. I grew up in Korea, but studied arts in the United 
States and now am making art in Singapore. My concern over time and impermanence 
are the reality that I experience as an ‘in-betweener.’ 

My sculpture addresses transformation through an interactive process with the viewers, 
and sometimes through performance, using my body or my voice as a vehicle within the 
sculpture, but not as a subject matter. The viewers participate in my works as a witness 
and share the experience within their own creative individual interpretations and 
contemplation. 



Publications 

 

 

 

The Living Room 
Radio Interview 
938 Live, Media Corp, Singapore, 
2010 

In Transition 
Korean Artists in Singapore, 
C Arts, Asian Contemporary Art 
and Culture, Vol.18, 2010 

Sunsook Roh. 
Story of her Art 
Landscape of the Psychology of the 
Mind  
Epoque Magazine 
May 2011, Vol. 12 



Publications II 

Korea Festival 2009 
Brochure 
Aug-/Dec 2009 

Korean World 
Issue 61. Nov. 2010 



Publications III 

Of Tongue, Tree, and the 
Transience of Life 
World Sculpture News, Volume 
16, Number 2, 
Spring 2010 

Dis/placement 
Institute of Contemporary Art, 
LaSalle College of the Arts | 
Book 
Asian Arts News. Vol. 21, 
number 1, Jan/Feb 2011 



Publications IV 

Sculpture Show 2011 

Eye-Pumping Exhibition invite 
cards 

Now and Next 
Contemporary Asian Art. 
Guangju National Museum, South-Korea. 
Catalog, 2010. 



Publications V 

SMU Festival 2008 Invite cards 



Speaker | Hearing Guest 

Similar to the word sculpture, it already includes culture; 
her heartfelt approach includes interactive performances, speaking activities at college 
level and more communication interactions around the globe. 
 
  
“sCULpTURE at heART” summarizes Sunsook Roh’s artwork and philosophy. 
  



Solo Exhibitions  

2013 “Of Synapses and Memories,” Gainey Gallery, Van Singel Fine Arts Center, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

2010 “Tree of Life V: Landscape of the Psychology of the Mind,” solo show, Sculpture Square, Singapore 

   Artist Residency Program, Sculpture Square, Singapore 

2009 “Let the Rivers Clap Their Hands,” Solo Show, Sculpture Square, Singapore 

2005 “The Journey,” (solo show) Ono Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 



Group Exhibitions  
2014 “BAMA 2014 Blue,” Busan Art Fair, Busan, South Korea 

“Crossing Boundaries,” Lee Seoul Gallery, Seoul, South Korea 
2013 “Artprize,” International Juried Competition, Grand Rapids, MI, USA 

“Castleton Summer Show,” Castleton-on –Hudson, NY, USA 

Mutual/ization,” Pera Art Gallery, Istanbul, Turkey 
2011 “Eye Pumping: Re-examination of Perspectives,” Goodman Arts Centre, Singapore 

  “Small Sculpture Show 2011,” Sculpture Square, Singapore 

2010 “In Transition,” Ion Gallery, Singapore 

  “DIS/PLACEMENT: 6,” Institute of Contemporary Art Singapore 

  “2010 Asia Contemporary Art / Now & Next,” Guangju National Museum, Republic of Korea 

  “2010 Asia Contemporary Art / Space & Imagination,” Chonnam Provincial Okgwa Museum, Republic of Korea 

  “Cabinet of Curiosities,” Artspace@Helutrans, Singapore 

2009 “Singapore International Art Fair” EXPO Singapore 

  “Small Sculpture Show 09” Sculpture Square, Singapore 

  “A Fresh Start,” Andrewshire Gallery, Singapore Art Show 09 

2008 “Art in a Senseless World,” SMU Arts Festival 2008, Singapore  
2006 “JAALA Exchange Exhibition,” Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Art, Tokyo, Japan 

2005 “Eternal Asia,” Chuwa Gallery, Tokyo, Japan 

2005 “Postcards From the Edge,” Robert Miller Gallery, New York 

  “Art for Peace Kawasaki 2005,” Kawasaki, Japan  
  “Art Scene of Ginza,” Gallery Ginza 2chome, Tokyo, Japan 

2003 “The Reconstruction Biennial,” (installation / performance) Exit Art, New York 

  “100 Years 100 Dreams” (exhibit celebrating centennial anniversary of Korean immigration to the U.S.), Space World, New York 

2002                             “Postcards From the Edge,” Visual Aids, Sperone Westwater, New York  
  “Universal Builders Supply Masters,” UBS, Redhook, New York 

2001 “Form,” Gallery Korea, Korean Cultural Center, New York 

  “Fall Group Show,” Clifton Center for the Arts, Clifton, New Jersey 

  “Absorption on the Ground 31,” Space World, New York 

  “Millennium Saloon Exhibit,” ArtLab, Passaic, New Jersey 

  “Beyond the Center,” Bard College Exhibition Center, Redhook, New York 

1999 Pushing, ArtLab, Passaic, New Jersey  
1998 "Vision & Fusion" ArtLab, Passaic, New Jersey  



2013 Exhibitions 

”Of Synapses and memories” 
 
For Art Prize, Grand Rapids, 2013 
 

As a part of new body of work as an extension of 'Tree of Life V, Landscape of the Psychology of 
the Mind' that I made in 2010, I am offering viewers an experience of looking through windows 
of my sculpture from both sides, one 'into own mindscape' and the other 'out onto societal 
reality'.  
 

To explore the interior space of mind and memories, I examine the world of visible and 
invisible, through which, I created something new in 3D-form. Having borrowed from the 
external forms of human brain cells, I abstracted them for a new visual experience. My 
concerns over time, transience and mortality have been expressed in layers of depth, which 
was first shaped in clay, cast in silicon rubber mould, and finally into resin cast. 



“Tongue Islands” 
Goodman Art Center, Singapore 2011    

“Tongue Islands” is an installation that metaphorically explores the interrelationships between peoples, languages and places. It is presented 

with three organically shaped wooden platforms placed low to the floor showing scattered resin cast tongues in clusters, groups of clusters, 

while individual tongues are placed in isolation, and seem disconnected from the other tongues. Some tongues reach over to the other island 

by vine-looking clear acrylic rods, which are lit up from the bottom of the platforms. 

The platforms representing the islands also stand for countries or lands. Vines spring from each platform, with twisting branches, some of 

which are spreading their shoots onto other platforms. The vines represent the people or society of each land, and the paths that they take as 

they populate their land, and then migrate to other lands; bringing with them their customs, languages and a re-rooting of their history. 

Replacing leaves on the vines are tongues that represent individual voices and expression conveying their messages or perspectives. 



Tree Of Life V 
Landscape of the Psychology of the Mind 

Sculpture Square, Singapore 2010   

Tree of Life V: Landscape of the Psychology of the Mind 

This sculptural installation, “Tree of Life V,” is a continuation of my exploration about the transience of life that I have been pursuing in my 

“Tree of Life” series, which delves into concerns over time, origin and memories. “Tree of Life III” refers to the physical domain and how the 

body defends and heals. “Tree of Life IV” refers to the external environment as an inspiration for the nurturing processes of life. In “Tree of  

Life V,” I take the journey inward, into the psychological landscape of the mind, referring to the way that we cope, code and recollect our 

experiences. 

The architecture of the installation has been made inspired by how billions of nerve cells inside our brain transmit messages by receptors and 

make possible memory and other functions of the human mind, our source of humanity. At a macro level, I made the trunk of a tree with 

branches (of fiberglass, polymer and wire mesh) to suggest the blood vessels that nourish the brain. At the micro level, to suggest the myriad 

web of neurons, I built fiberglass/resin shells of domes and half-domes interconnected by vines made of polymer and wire. The interior or 

exterior of the dome shells harbor surprises of some mysterious growth, a metaphor for neuron receptacles that code, store and retrieve 

information. 



Style Guide – “My Tongue will Speak” 



Style Guide – “Of Synapses and Memories” 



Contact 

SUNSOOK ROH 

 

Singapore 
13 Eastwood Walk 
Singapore 486465 
 
USA 
14 East 33rd Street #4S 
New York, NY 10016 
 
www.sunsookroh.com  
sunsookroh@yahoo.com   
sunsookroh@gmail.com   
 

mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website
mailto:sunsookroh@yahoo.com?subject=Feedback Website

